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EASTERN ILUNOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
ART TATE, Assistant Director, University Relations 
Office: (217) 581-5983- Home: (217) 348-7553 
88-562 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
November 21, 1988 
EASTERN'S ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION PROGRAMS PROSPER 
CHARLESTON, IL--It has been a very successful year for Eastern 
Illinois University's Adult and Continuing Education Programs despite 
the budget constraints Eastern has had to confront. 
Among the highlights of the 1987-88 academic year included a record 
number of students who participated in adult and continuing education 
programs,· according to EIU's Dean of Adult and Continuing Education 
Programs, Dr. William Hine. 
Approximately 8,000 students enrolled in programs offered by Adult 
and Continuing Education in 1987-88, indicating that there continues to 
be increased public need for training and knowledge to keep Illinois 
citizens updated in their professional fields. 
-more-
ADD 1/1/1/1 ADULT AND COl NUING EDUCATION 
"By the 1990s half of the students in higher education will be 
adult students. If we are going to meet the demands of this growing 
population, more funding needs to be made available if new programs are 
to be developed and present programs expanded," Hine said. 
Through a survey of off-campus constituents, including students and 
community leaders, Hine said his office has been able to determine what 
types of adult and continuing education programs to offer. 
Besides the surveys, Hine said the needs of adult students have 
been addressed through the establishment of OASIS, the Organization of 
Adult Students, Informal and Supportive, which promotes the academic 
and social welfare of adult students. 
Adult students have also been recognized through the creation of an 
EIU chapter of Alpha Sigma Lambda, a national honor society for adults 
in continuing higher education. 
Eastern offers a variety of adult and continuing education programs 
including off-campus credit programs, the Board of Governors Bachelor 
of Arts Degree Program, credit-free programs, occupational education 
programs and programs offered through Eastern's Business Development 
Center. 
Off-campus credit programs are offered at five major centers 
including Chanute Air Force Base in Rantoul, Danville Area Community 
College, Millikin Graduate Studies Center in Decatur, Olney Central 
College and Salem High School. 
The Office of Adult and Continuing Education has also worked with 
public and private agencies to design off-campus contract credit 
courses to meet their immediate needs and special requests. 
-more-
ADD 2/2/2/2 ADULT AND CC fNUING EDUCATION 
"Growth and development marked the 1987-88 academic year for the 
Board of Governors Bachelor of Arts Degree Program, which enables the 
adult student to obtain a fully accredited bachelor's degree that may 
be completed without disruption of family or work responsibilities. 
"While a 5 percent budget reduction forced a limitation of new 
enrollment, the quality of services provided by the BOG/BA staff has 
been maintained for approximately 1,000 adults who are actively 
pursuing the degree," Hine said. 
Hine said a wide variety of credit-free programs were offered to 
3,000 participants during 1987-88. "We make an attempt to develop 
credit-free programs that draw upon the expertise of University faculty 
and staff, such as Eastern's successful Canterbury Tales Spring 
Conference coordinated by EIU English Professor David Raybin," he said. 
As part of Eastern's continuing program to recruit more minority 
students, Adult and Continuing Education offered a 1988 Sqmmer 
Leadership and College Prep Camp for high school minority students. 
In the area of occupational education, Hine said the focus has been 
research and development aimed at improving the quality and scope of 
vocational and technical education. 
Hine said Eastern's Business Development Center continues to expand 
its consultant services to businessesJ communities and other agencies. 
Its staff has worked extensively with the City of Paris to create a 
community marketing plan which may be the first of its kind and is 
expected to be a model for other communities. 
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